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Claim Status 

Claims 1-18 are pending. Claims 1-18 are rejected as detailed below. 

Double-Patenting 

Claim 1 of the instant application 10/625,320 filed July 23, 2003 is unpatentable under 
the judicially created doctrine of "obviousness-type" double patenting with respect to claim 1 of 
parent U.S. Patent No 6,633,567 (Brown). 

Instant Application claim 1 defines an obvious variation of the invention claimed in US 
Pat No 6,633,567. 

Claim 1 of the instant application is anticipated by the patent claim 1 in that claim 1 of 
the patent substantially contains all of the limitations of instant application. Claim 1 of the 
instant application therefore is not patentably distinct from the earlier patent claim and as such is 
unpatentable for obvious-type double patenting. 

Pat No US 6,633,567 includes the limitations of instant application except for at least one 
ingress port and at least one egress port. Bordonaro discloses an ingress port and an egress port 
[col 11, lines 55-65]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Pat No 6,633,567 to include an input port and an output port 
as taught by Bordonaro for the purpose receiving packets over a TCP/IP connection. 
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Pat No US 6,633,567 
What is claimed is: 

1 . A switch comprising: a translator which provides a translated identifier for a virtual LAN 
identifier associated with a received data packet, the translated identifier including a group 
identifier corresponding to a virtual LAN group and a group member number corresponding to 
the identified virtual LAN; and a filtering database storing a static entry and a dynamic entry 
which provides a forwarding decision, for the received data packet, from a single search of the 
filtering database for a match for the forwarding decision associated with the translated identifier 
stored in the dynamic entry or the static entry, the dynamic entry storing the forwarding decision 
associated with the group identifier included in the translated identifier and the group member 
number set to a don't care, the static entry storing the forwarding decision associated with the 
translated identifier. 

Application No 10/625,320 
What is claimed is: . 

1 . A switch for receiving and forwarding data packets comprising: at least one ingress port for 
receiving data packets, at least one of the data packets associated with a virtual LAN identifier; 
at least one egress port for forwarding the data packets; and forwarding logic which provides a 
translated identifier for the virtual LAN identifier, the forwarding logic comprising: a filtering 
database that provides a forward vector for the translated identifier from a single search of the 
filtering database. 
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Pat No US 6,633,567 does not claim a ingress port 

at least one ingress port for receiving data packets 

a translator which provides a translated identifier for a virtual LAN identifier associated 
with a received data packet 

at least one of the data packets associated with a virtual LAN identifier 

Pat No US 6,633,567 does not claim a egress port 
at least one egress port for forwarding the data packets 

a translator which provides a translated identifier for a virtual LAN identifier associated 
with a received data packet 

forwarding logic which provides a translated identifier for the virtual LAN identifier 

and a filtering database storing a static entry and a dynamic entry which provides a 
forwarding decision, for the received data packet, from a single search of the filtering 
database 

a filtering database that provides a forward vector for the translated identifier from a single 
search of the database 
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Note: 

In the above comparison of claim limitations, the limitations of Pat No US 6,633,567 are bolded 
while the limitations for Serial No 10/625,320 are non-bolded 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Etienne P. LeRoux whose telephone number is (571) 272-4022. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Apu Mofiz can be reached on (571) 272-4080. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9 1 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 57 1 -272- 1 000. 
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